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Svenska Cricketförbundet  
Code of Conduct 
 

 

Background and Purpose 
The purpose of this document is to define and describe the Code of Conduct for members and clubs 

as established by the board of the SCF in accordance to its mandate and authority to govern cricket in 

Sweden. 

 

SCF Code of Conduct and Spirt of Cricket 
1. Code of Conduct 

1.1. The Swedish Cricket Federation (SCF) is committed to maintaining the highest standards 

of behaviour and conduct. This Code of Conduct incorporates the Spirit of Cricket, as set 

out below. It applies to all matches played under the auspices of the SCF and is to be 

applied to cricket played in Sweden in general. 

 

1.2. The captains are responsible at all times for ensuring that play is conducted within the 

Spirit of Cricket as well as within the Laws.   

 

1.3. Players and team officials shall not intimidate assault or attempt to intimidate or assault 

an umpire, another player or a spectator.   

 

1.4. Players and team officials must at all times accept the umpire’s decision. Players must 

not show dissent at the umpire’s decision or react in a provocative or disapproving 

manner towards another player or a spectator 

 

1.5. Players and team officials shall not use crude and/or abusive language (known as 

“sledging”) nor make offensive gestures or hand signals nor deliberately distract an 

opponent. 

 

1.6. Players and team officials shall not make racially or gender abusive comments nor 

indulge in racially or gender abusive actions against fellow players, officials, members 

and supporters. Clubs must operate an active open door membership policy whilst 

respecting player qualification regulations and welcome players /members irrespective 

of ethnic origin, gender or sexual orientation.   

 

1.7. Players and team officials shall not use or in any way be concerned in the use or 

distribution of illegal drugs (also including but not limited to all drugs outlined in the 

relevant WADA and ICC anti-doping codes). 
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1.8. Clubs must take adequate steps to ensure the good behaviour of their members and 

supporters towards players, umpires and other members, both on and off the field of 

play.   

 

2. Spirit of Cricket 

2.1. Cricket is a game that owes much of its unique appeal to the fact that it should be played 

not only within its Laws, but also within the Spirit of the Game. Any action which is seen 

to abuse this spirit causes injury to the game itself. The major responsibility for ensuring 

the spirit of fair play rests with the captains.   

 

2.2. There are two Laws which place the responsibility for the team’s conduct firmly on the 

captain. 

Player’s Conduct:  
In the event of any player failing to comply with the instructions of an umpire, criticising 

his decision by word or action, showing dissent, or generally behaving in a manner which 

might bring the game into disrepute, the umpire concerned shall in the first place report 

the matter to the other umpire and to the player’s captain, requesting the latter to take 

action.   

Responsibility of Captains:  
The captains are responsible at all times for ensuring that play is conducted within the 

Spirit of the Game as well as within the Laws. 

 

2.3. According to the Laws the umpires are the sole judges of fair and unfair play. The 

umpires may intervene at any time, and it is the responsibility of the captain to take 

action where required   

 

2.4. The umpires are authorised to intervene in cases of:   

a) Time wasting   

b) Damaging the pitch   

c) Dangerous or unfair bowling   

d) Tampering with the ball   

e) Any other action that they consider to be unfair.   

 

2.5. The Spirit of the Game involves RESPECT for:   

a) Your opponents   

b) Your own captain and team   

c) The role of the umpires   

d) The game’s traditional values 

 

2.6. It is against the Spirit of the Game:   

a) To dispute an umpire’s decision by word, action or gesture   

b) To direct abusive language towards an opponent or umpire   

c) To indulge in cheating or any sharp practice, for instance:   

 Appeal knowing the batsman is not out   

 Advance towards an umpire in an aggressive manner when appealing   
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 Seek to distract an opponent either verbally or by harassment with 

persistent clapping or unnecessary noise under the guise of enthusiasm and 

motivation of one’s own side. 

 

2.7. Violence: There is no place for any act of violence or violent behaviour on the field of 

play. 

 

2.8. Players, Captains and umpires together set the tone for the conduct of a cricket match. 

Every player is expected to make an important contribution to this. 

 

3. Discipline Regulations and Guidelines 

Failure to comply with the provisions of Paragraph 1 may lead to disciplinary action, 

irrespective of an alleged breach being related to a match not under the jurisdiction of 

the League. 

 

4. Offences  

4.1. Level One Offences   

a) Abuse of equipment, clothing, or any part of the ground.   

b) Showing dissent at an umpire's decision by word or by action.   

c) Using language or a gesture that is obscene, offensive or insulting.   

d) Excessive appealing.   

e) Aggressive pointing towards the pavilion by a member of the fielding side upon 

the dismissal of a batsman.   

f) Where the facts of the alleged incident are not adequately or clearly covered by 

any of the above offences, conduct that either:  

 is contrary to the spirit of the game; or  

 brings the game into disrepute. 

4.2. Level Two Offences   

a) Repeat of any Level 1 Offence within 12 months.   

b) Showing serious dissent at an umpire's decision by word or action.   

c) Public criticism of a match related incident or match official.   

d) Inappropriate and deliberate physical contact between players during play.   

e) Aggressively charging towards an umpire while appealing.   

f) Deliberate distraction or obstruction on the field.   

g) Throwing the cricket ball or any other piece of equipment (including, for 

example, a water bottle) at or towards a player, umpire or official in an 

inappropriate and/or dangerous manner.   

h) Using language or a gesture that is obscene, offensive or of a seriously insulting 

nature to another player, umpire, referee, team official or spectator.   

i) Changing the condition of the ball in breach of Law 42.3.   

j) Any attempt to manipulate a match in regard to the result (In a negative way), 

net run rate, bonus points or otherwise. (Example: Intentionally losing so that a 

team will face a weaker opponent in the Finals.)   

k) Where the facts of the alleged incident are not adequately or clearly covered by 

any of the above offences, conduct that either:  

 is contrary to the spirit of the game; or  

 brings the game into disrepute.    

4.3. Level Three Offences   



Page 4 Svenska Cricketförbundet – Code of Conduct 

 

a) Repeat of any Level 2 Offence within 12 months.   

b) Intimidation of an umpire or referee.   

c) Threat of assault on a player, team official, or spectator.   

d) Using language or gestures that offends race, religion, colour, descent, gender, 

sexual orientation or national or ethnic origin.  

e) Where the facts of the alleged incident are not adequately or clearly covered by 

any of the above offences, conduct that either:  

 is contrary to the spirit of the game; or  

 brings the game into disrepute.    

 

4.4. Level Four Offences   

a) Repeat for any Level 3 Offence within 12 months.   

b) Threat of assault on an umpire or referee.   

c) Physical assault of another player, umpire, referee, official or spectator.   

d) Any act of violence during play.   

e) Using language or gestures that seriously offends race, religion, colour, descent, 

gender, sexual orientation or national or ethnic origin.   

f) Where the facts of the alleged incident are not adequately or clearly covered by 

any of the above offences, conduct that either:  

 is contrary to the spirit of the game; or  

 brings the game into disrepute.    

 

4.5. Minimum Over Rate Offences    

Failure by a fielding team participating in a League match to meet the Minimum Over 

Rate requirements contained in the SCF League rules constitutes an offence under this 

Code of Conduct by the relevant Team Captain and each of the Players in that fielding 

team according to the following: 

 Where the actual over rate in any League match is up to (and including) three 

overs short of the Minimum Over Rate, such an offence shall be considered a 

‘Minor Over Rate Offence’.   

 Where the actual over rate in any League match is more than three overs short of 

the Minimum Over Rate, such an offence shall be considered a ‘Serious Over Rate 

Offence’. 

 

4.6. Additional offenses are listed in the SCF League Rules 

 

5. Sanctions on Players, Support personal and Clubs 

5.1. Sanctions 

If at the hearing the Disciplinary Committee finds the alleged offence proved it shall have 

the power to impose one or more of the following penalties, together with such order as 

to costs as it deems appropriate. 

 

5.2. Penalties in the case of players and individuals: 

 

5.2.1.  Level One Offences 

a) require the player to submit appropriate letter(s) of apology within a specified 

time, and/or 

b) Warning of future conduct, and/or 
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c) Fine (not to exceed 1000kr)   

 

5.2.2. Level Two Offences:  

a) Severe reprimand, and  

b) Suspension for 1–2 SCF 40 over matches, 1–2 T20 League matches or 2–3 Indoor 

matches , and/or  

c) Fine (not to exceed 5000kr) 

 

5.2.3. Level Three Offences:  

a) Possible suspension during disciplinary process, and 

b) Suspension for 2–5 SCF 40 over matches, 2–5 T20 League matches or 4–9 Indoor 

matches, and/or 

c) Fine (not to exceed 5000kr)   

 

5.2.4. Level Four Offences:  

a) Suspension during disciplinary process, and  

b) Suspension for 5 SCF 40s to life, 5 T20s League to life, or 10 Indoor matches to 

life, and/or 

c) Fine (not to exceed 5000kr)     

 

5.3. Penalties in the case of clubs: 

The following sanctions can be applied to clubs for breaches of the SCF Code of Conduct 

and/or SCF League Rules: 

a) Requirement for the club to submit appropriate letter(s) of apology within a 

specified time, and/or 

b) Warning of future conduct, and/or 

c) Deduction of league points from the clubs team, and/or 

d) Relegation to any lower division of the League, and/or 

e) Expulsion of the club from any competition of the League, and/or 

f) Expulsion of the club from the SCF, and/or 

g) Fine (not to exceed 5000kr).     

 

5.4. Additional penalties in case of clubs are listed in the SCF League Rules 

 

6. Disciplinary Procedure   

The procedures to be followed in respect of any breaches of the Offences contained in 

paragraph 2 are detailed in the “SCF Disciplinary Procedures” document available on the 

SCF website.    
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Code of Conduct Document 

Asset Description 

Version 02 Status FINAL First date of issue 2016-03-21 

Asset Owner:  Board of the Svenska Cricketförbundet  

 

Revision table: 
 

Effective date (current version): 2017-05-31  

Date Version Reason Description 

2016-03-21 01 Creation of new committee structure in 

line with Board decision  

 

2017-05-23 01 Committee initiated  

2017-05-31 02 Updated and aligned with league rules, 

Disciplinary Procedure and Disciplinary 

Charter and after input of Disciplinary 

Committee,  

 

2017-06-27 02 New version decided at Board meeting 

 

 

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

 

 


